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Abstract 

In the Republic of Belarus a large number of objects interesting from the point of view of excursion tourism are historical and cultural 
monuments, historical centers, temples, fortresses, palaces, places connected with important historical events and with outstanding 
historical figures, museums, reserves, sanctuaries. 

The purpose of this work was to analyze the prospects for the development of excursion tourism in Belarus. 

 

1 General 

The history of tourism in Belarus dates back to the mid 19th 
century. The first description of traveling around Belarus was 
published in 1853-1856 by famous Belarusian publicist and 
ethnographer P.M. Shpilevsky in the magazine "Sovremennik". 
In 19th century it was prestigious to travel and make notes about 
your impressions and experience. Therefore, many Russian 
travelers of that time wrote much about Belarus.  

The first organized trips around Belarus were made 
during the summer holidays by the Vitebsk gymnasiums’ 
teachers and their students in the 1860s; they traveled along 
the Western Dvina.   

Till the Russian Revolution in 1917 only wealthy people 
could afford travelling. But from 1917 tourism has been 
developing in a completely different way. It became 
affordable to ordinary people. The centers of tourism 
activities were factories’ clubs. Sunday tours and hikes were 
extremely popular, there appeared Recreation Centers. The 
first Recreation Center was established in Minsk in 1922.  

In the late 1920s there began a massive touristic 
movement. In 1931 the Belarusian Society for Proletarian 
Tourism and Excursions organization bureau was 
established in Minsk as well as similar local institutions in 
Vitebsk, Bobruisk, Orsha, and Zhlobin. There appeared 
some Belarusian newspapers and magazines devoted to 
tourism.  In June 1951 the Minsk excursion base of the 
Central Tourist and Excursion Department of the Soviet 
Union Central Council of Trade Unions was established. In 
1958 on the picturesque shore of Lake Naroch appeared the 
first tourist centre with total capacity of 80 people.  

Already in 1975 there were 2000 tour guides which 
conducted tours covering 900 different topics. 

In the early 80's Belarus was included in 9 All-Soviet 
Union tourist rotes. In total in 1987 all system of tourist 
organizations in Belarus conducted about 1,500 excursions. 
The decline of the travel business begins in 1985 and is 
caused by the shift of tourist organizations to self-financing.  

Some people stopped travelling. It became unprofitable 
to conduct sightseeing tours, in small towns museum 
excursions disappeared, as people stopped going to 

museums. Most organization bureaus stopped conducting 
sightseeing tours and switched to shop tours. 

For a long time, the bureaus conducted excursions only 
on military topics, there was a necessity to reconsider and 
expand the variety of topics. 

However, as national self-consciousness and people’s 
interest in history and present state of their homeland 
developed, the need for excursions as a source of knowledge 
began to grow again. As a result most popular tourist rotes 
to Mir, Nesvizh, Slonim, Zhirovichi, Novogrudok and 
Polotsk were revived. There were also launched some new 
routes, as for example the open-air museum Menka, the 
museum and ethnographic complex Dudutki. The 
establishment of the Ministry of Sport and Tourism in 1995 
was a success, sinse it allowed the government to restore 
control over the country's tourism sector.  

In September 1996, the Belarusian Association of tourist 
guides and escorting interpreters was instituted. According to 
its charter the aim of the association is to develop the concepts 
and strategies of the tourist opportunities of the Republic of 
Belarus, to create a database of sightseeing objects and tourist 
routes, to work out and conduct the excursions and trips that 
would contribute to the revival of the cultural, economic, 
spiritual and ethical education of people. According to the 
estimates of the Belarusian Research Institute for Project Urban 
Planning, about 1, 8 thousand of material monuments can be 
used in sightseeing tourism out of 14392, the total number of 
material monuments on the territory of Belarus. However 
nowadays less than 1/3 of all objects are highlighted during the 
excursions. In the most developed recreational areas (as in 
Minsk, or Brest), where sightseeing trips to the countryside are 
popular, this indicator is slightly higher, but does not exceed 
50%. The wider use of cultural and historical objects in 
sightseeing tourism is challenged with the fact that some of 
them have not been restored, there are no access roads or the 
surroundings aren’t properly decorated. A number of 
architectural monuments are still used for household purposes.  

The tourist potential of Belarus is about 2 thousand 
objects. The distinctive feature of excursion objects of 
Belarus is the prevalence of historical monuments (57% 
from total number), 23% are monuments of architecture and 
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only 7-8% are natural and archaeologica monuments. 
The tourist potential of the Republic of Belarus is based 

on the diversity and beauty of belarusian nature, the 
uniqueness of the historical and cultural heritage. 

The sites of the Republic of Belarus are worth seeing in 
frames of educational and sightseeing tourist trips. There are 
a great number of historical and cultural monuments, 
historical centers, temples, fortresses, palaces, museums, 
reserves, nature-sanctuaries, places connected with important 
historical events and with outstanding belarusian figures. 

2 Conclusions 

The excursion potential of the Republic of Belarus, based on 
the diversity and beauty of nature, the uniqueness of the 
historical and cultural heritage. For more effective 
development of tourist development in the Republic of 
Belarus, it is necessary to use elements of unique natural 
complexes and monuments of architecture and history as 
much as possible and comprehensively. 

 

References 

 Dedinkin A L 2007 Tourist and excursion potential of Belarus: the 
teaching method. complex Vitebsk. state. un-t; avt.-sost. Dedinkin AL 
- Vitebsk 58 p 

 Dolzhenko G P 2009 The fundamentals of tourism / G.P. Dolzhenko. - 
Moscow: 320s 


