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Abstract  

The development of the cooperative sector in the national economies and their integration allows to realize the entrepreneurial initiative of 
citizens, provide employment for the population and strengthen their social protection. Strategic directions for the development of the 
largest cooperative societies in the world (ICA, EC, Eurocoop) are the implementation for the strategy of sustainable development in the 
world, since cooperative enterprises are oriented on values, not only for profit, they share international principles and act together to create 
a better world through cooperation. An important direction of Ukraine's European integration is the adoption and implementation of 
cooperative principles, values and the development of a national cooperative model by intensifying cooperation of the cooperative sector 
including European and international cooperative. 
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1 Introduction 

Cooperative forms of management are organically inherent 
in modern society and contribute to its progressive 
economic development. The development of the 
cooperative sector of national economies and their 
integration allows to realize the entrepreneurial initiative of 
citizens, provide employment of the general population and 
strengthen their social protection. International co-operative 
movement, including European, is powerful and 
organizationally decorated. Every sixth person on the planet 
is a co-operator. Cooperative businesses have been playing 
a key role in international development for more than 100 
years, contributing to the development of approximately 3 
billion people worldwide, thanks to a cooperative business 
model that focuses on people's interests. 

In September 2015, the UN General Assembly approved 
the resolution "Transforming our world: An agenda for 
sustainable development for the period up to 2030", which 
identified 17 major goals and 169 objectives for humanity 
that would ensure the development and balance of all three 
components of sustainable development: economic, social 
and environmental [1]. 

Co-operatives are enterprises focused on the interests of 
people, they are owned and controlled by their members in 
order to realize common interests. Since cooperative 
enterprises are focused on values, not only on profit, they 
share the international principles and work together to create 
a better world through cooperation. Co-operative economic 
development allows you to create sustainable enterprises 
that provide long-term jobs, help improve people's lives and 
care for the environment. Under these conditions, the 
development of national cooperative movements and their 
integration are important. 

2 Overview 

The largest non-governmental cooperative association 
represented by cooperatives around the world is the 
International Cooperative Alliance (ICA). It represents 306 
cooperative federations and organizations in 106 countries, 
has sectoral organizations such as the International 
Cooperative Agricultural Organization (ICAO) and the 
Cooperative Banking Association (ICBA), the International 
Association of Mutual Insurance Cooperatives (ICMIF) and 
Tourism (IAT), World Consumer Cooperatives (CCW ), 
International organizations: Fisheries Cooperatives (IFCO), 
Health Cooperative Cooperatives (IHCO), Residential 
Cooperatives (ICA Housing), Industrial, Artistic and Service 
Production Cooperatives (CICOPA). The International 
Cooperative Alliance works at the global, regional levels to 
create an institutional environment that will foster the 
development of cooperatives. The global strategy for 
development for cooperatives includes: By 2020, they are to 
become the fastest-growing form of the enterprise, the 
cooperative business model is to become predominant for 
most people, cooperatives will become recognized leaders in 
economic, social and environmental development [2]. 

The unification of cooperatives takes place not only at 
the world level, but also at the level of individual groups of 
countries. In November 2006, the European Cooperative 
Association Cooperative Europe (EC) was formed, which 
included organizationally integrated at the European level: 
the European Union of Consumer Societies (Eurocoop), the 
European Confederation of Industrial and Social 
Cooperatives (CECOP), the European Cooperative 
Association Banks (EACB), European Union of Social 
Pharmacy (UEPS), European Association of Housing 
Cooperatives (EAHC) European Agricultural Organization 
(Cogeca), European Association of Mutual Insurance and 
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Insurance Cooperatives (AMI CE). Eurocoop - the union of 
national unions (unions) of consumer cooperatives. Its 
members are the national organizations of consumer 
cooperatives in 19 European countries and Israel [3]. 160 
thousand enterprises in Europe, which work in all sectors of 
the economy - these are cooperatives. They fit perfectly into 
the EU 2020 strategy, which is aimed at sustainable 
economic development and the transition to a "green 
economy". Consideration of the international cooperative 
movement as the basis for sustainable development of the 
world requires analysis of the readiness of national 
economies to create conditions for the development of 
national cooperative business models and their integration 
at the global, regional and national levels. 

3 Decision 

The degree of success or failure of a cooperative model within 
a particular country depends on a holistic range of "institutions" 
(norms, values, views, rules, habits and procedures), as well as 
interacting historical, social, cultural, legal, political and 
economic elements of the institutional environment. 

Co-operative economic index (CEI) is used to assess the 
level of development of cooperatives. This indicator is 
dominated by European countries (France, Finland, Italy, 
the Netherlands and others) in the top ten countries with the 
largest cooperative economy. This is largely due to the fact 
that Europe was the birthplace of modern cooperatives. 
Among the 33 countries surveyed, the lowest cooperative 
index in South Africa and Turkey. But the low CEI does not 
mean that there is no place for co-operatives in these 
countries, but it says that there is a great potential for their 
development. Therefore, it is necessary to investigate the 
causes of low CEI in some countries [4]. 

There are some correlations between the viability of the 
cooperative economy and the institutional environment for 
their development. The cooperative sector, as a rule, is 
smaller in societies characterized by great social inequality, 
corruption, concentration of power in one's hands. The 
favorable overall business environment, the high level of 

democracy development and public administration have a 
positive impact on the development of the cooperative 
sector. Today, in Ukraine, organizational integration of the 
cooperative movement is also being organized in order to 
strengthen cooperation opportunities for its legal and 
economic protection. Unfortunately, at present, only the 
Central Union of Consumer Societies of Ukraine 
(Ucoopspilka) has an ICA and Eurocoop membership. In 
certain indicators that characterize the socio-economic 
potential of Eurocoop, Ukraine has different meanings. So 
she is the leader in the share of consumer societies (42.11%), 
as well as in the market volume (22.04%). However, the 
proportion of members is only 1.55% of the total by 
Eurocoop, and the turnover of the market is only 0.65%. 
This testifies to the current structure, but the low-performing 
activity of Ukrainian consumer societies, which have 
reformed their essence and are slowly adapting to market 
conditions of functioning.  

4 Conclusion 

An important direction of European integration of Ukraine 
is the adoption and implementation of cooperative 
principles and values. The integration of the Ukrainian 
cooperative movement into the European territory requires 
the definition of strategic directions for the development of 
the national cooperative model and the intensification of co-
operative sector cooperation with European and 
international cooperative associations. The main directions 
of development of the cooperative model should be: 
strengthening of cooperative principles in the economy; the 
establishing in Ukraine a socio-political, economic and legal 
consensus on issues of the cooperative movement; 
guarantee of inviolability of cooperative property and 
complete autonomy in its management; equal functioning of 
cooperative formations on equal footing with other subjects 
of the national economy; realization of investment-
innovative model for development of cooperative systems 
including financial and credit support.  
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