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Abstract 

Latvia has a great potential for development of ecotourism industry. Latvian boidiversity is very rich in comparison to many other European 
Countries. Furthermore, Latvian landscape mosaic is very diverse and picturesque, with many virgin ecosystems. Given the growing 
popularity of ecotourism and the UN as well as the EC support of activities contributing to sustainable development, above considerations 
indicate great opportunities for promotion of this industry in Latvia. 
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1 Introduction 

Ecotourism industry is rapidly growing globally, providing 
tremendous business opportunities (Transparency Market 
Research, 2017). At the same time in line with global agenda 
of sustainable development (UN, 2015) this type of business 
has potential to secure governmental and intergovernmental 
(Bhyian et al., 2011; EC, 2018). Latvia has a unique 
landscape composition and relatively high biodiversity, 
which could potentially attract environmentally conscious 
tourists, yet this industry is still underdeveloped in this 
country (Leitis, 2012). 

2 Ecotourism potential in Latvia, outline 

Latvia has a unique environment. This country due to 

diverse soil composition has a high concentration of diverse 
and picturesque landscapes at a relatively small area (CBD, 
2014). Furthermore due to low industrial activity and a hue 
forest area, Latvia has high level of biodiversity and virgin 
ecosystems (CBD, 2014). Therefore, in Latvia conditions 
for development of ecotourism are quite good allowing 
people from different countries to explore unique Latvian 
nature with a great convenience.  

3 Conclusions 

Given the unique Latvian nature and the fact that ecotourism 
industry is growing and is supported both by the UN and EC, 
perfect opportunities for Latvian business arise, which are 
worth exploiting. 
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