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Abstract 

The article is devoted to an actual problem of labor migration, the study of remittances and their role in the lives of migrant households. 
Remittances are used in migrant households in Central Asia primarily for the purchase of consumer goods. Since labor migration flows in 
the region tend to increase, and the volume of remittances increase, it becomes much more urgent to use the remittances not only for 
consumption, but also for development. To develop the programs on the use of remittances for the development of outcomes in the countries 
and for the achievement there is a need to study the problem comprehensively: the volumes and methods of transfers, their role in migrant 
households and national economies. 
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According to the report of the International Organization for 
Migration, the number of international migrants worldwide 
increased from 173 million in 2000 to 244 million in 2015. 
This figure includes nearly 20 million refugees. Accordingly 
the volume of remittances from migrant workers increased. 

Migrant remittances defined by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), in the broadest sense is 
the transfer of cash that a migrant worker or an immigrant 
in the country to achieve carries out to his relatives in their 
countries of origin. Transfers may also include investments, 
deposits or charitable contributions of migrants to their 
country of origin i.e. to cover the whole financial flows 
associated with migration. 

Remittance flows are at the second place after foreign 
direct investment. Issues of migration and migrants' 
remittances are crucial for many countries in Europe and 
Central Asia (ECA), because, according to the World Bank 
for 2015, four of these countries (Tajikistan, Moldova, 
Kyrgyzstan and Kosovo) were among the top ten countries 
in terms of the share of migrant remittances in the value of 
gross domestic product (GDP). In the past few years in 
many ECA countries, there has been an increase in the 
volume of remittances of migrant workers.  

In most of these countries, the economic growth and the 
achievements in the field of poverty reduction are closely 
intertwined with the trends in the dynamics of migration and 
remittances from abroad. 

The study on remittances and their role in the lives of 
migrant households are increasingly carried out Abroad. 
Global reports of international organizations (IOM, ILO, 
World Bank) of the last years have sections devoted to 
remittances, which emphasized the growing role of migrant 
remittances in national economies. 

According to a study conducted by the World Bank, the 

earnings of migrant workers and their remittances, defined 
as the share of remittances in gross domestic product of 
developing countries play a large, statistically significant 
role in reducing poverty. On average the increase in the 
share of international remittances in GDP by 10% leads to a 
reduction of 1.6% the proportion of people living in poverty. 
From the conclusion of scientists, the increase of 10% of 
international migrants, defined as the proportion of the 
population living abroad, leads to the 1.9% decrease in the 
proportion of the population living in poverty. 

In the 25-year history of migration movements in 
Kazakhstan and Central Asia region there has been formed 
the following basic laws. 

Firstly, it formed a sub-regional migration system 
centered in Kazakhstan and with more active involvement 
of Xinjiang to western China in the transboundary 
movements of Central Asia. 

Secondly, there is a diversification of the types of 
migrations with predominance of labor migration as 
involvement in the socio-economic transformation of 
Central Asian countries. 

Thirdly, economic role of labor, trade and business 
migration and remittances increased in households, 
communities and national economies. In some countries, such 
as Tajikistan, remittances are equivalent to 50% of GDP and 
it is much higher than foreign direct investment and official 
assistance of international organizations for development. 

Then, fourthly, temporary migration is more prevalent in 
Kazakhstan and Central Asia, but gradually there are formed 
a trend of transformation of temporary migration to 
permanent migration (moving to a permanent place of 
residence and the acquisition of citizenship of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan). At the same time, this is a global trend. 

Fifth, the role of diasporas in the organization and 
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maintenance of migration, their involvement in the solution 
of problems of migrants are increasing. 

The study of the author showed that at the moment in the 
republics of Central Asia, labor migration and remittances - 
are mainly a survival strategy, rather than development. 
"Migradollars" are rarely used for the development of 

migrant communities (for the construction or repair of local 
schools, roads, bridges and communication infrastructure). 
CAR Government has not developed yet a practical 
mechanism translations usage for the development of 
national economies. 
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