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Abstract 

Tourism openness is an important indicator for the development of international tourism. Still 2/3 of the world population is subjected to 
a strict visa regime. Increasing competition in international markets encourages the countries to enhance their tourism openness by 
facilitating visa policy in order to attract more inbound tourists. The paper discussed dynamics and changes in the structure of inbound 
tourist flow in Bulgaria. The relationship between spatial redistribution of outbound tourist markets for Bulgarian tourism and the need for 
flexible visa policy are analysed. In conclusion expanding opportunities for issuing electronic visas is recommended. 
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1 Introduction 

Visa policy of individual countries and their tourism 
accessibility are essential for the international tourism 
development.  The analysis of visa openness for 2014, made 
by experts from the WTO, shows that only 19% of the world 
population could visit other countries without a visa, while 
another 16% could receive a visa on arrival. The remaining 
2/3 is put through much stricter visa requirements. 

Developing countries have a more open policy for 
incoming international tourists compared to developed 
countries. Most open destinations remains the sub-regions 
of Southeast Asia, East Africa, the Caribbean and Oceania, 
while most restrictive areas are those in Central Africa, 
North Africa and North America. At the same time the most 
favored are the citizens of advanced countries, who benefit 
from visa-free travel regime to many countries. For example, 
in 2014 the citizens of the USA, Germany, Finland and 
Sweden may travel to 159 countries in the world visa-free; 
citizens of Denmark and Luxembourg - to 158, etc. 

EU membership enables citizens of countries known as 
tourism destinations, like Bulgaria and Latvia, to travel 
freely within the European Union as well as in many other 

countries. In the global ranking of countries according to the 
travel freedom,  based on Visa Restrictions Index, compiled 
by Henley & Partners jointly with the International Air 
Transport Association /IATA/, the first places are occupied 
by Western European countries. Respectively Latvia is on 
the 33rd place in the world and Bulgaria – on 43rd.  

At the same time, Latvia and Bulgaria as EU member 
states are obliged to fulfil the requirements of the common 
European policies which, among other limitations, include 
some visa restrictions for citizens of many countries outside 
the EU. The latter has a negative impact on their tourism 
openness and accessibility and it requires the measures’ 
implementation to their improvement. Such a measure can 
be procedure for obtaining e-visa as a step towards more 
flexible and modern visa policy.   

The paper discussed one of the key determinant of the 
travel facilitation i.e. visa policies. Statistical data are 
analysed. WTO visa openness reports, indicators for 
measuring competitiveness in tourism, scientific research 
are introduced in literature review.  

In conclusion some suggestions to enhance the travel 
experience of the countries are given. As an Annex the 
tourism openness of Bulgaria for inbound tourism is applied.  


