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ABSTRACT 
 

In the system of the functions of education (educational, cognitive, economic) social function takes important 

position, which is in its impact on the social structure of the society, on the reduction of inequality and stratification 

of the population. Represented by the state, society has opportunities to influence the organisation of the system of 

education, which can be based on different principles of access, coverage, and selection. 
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1 GENERAL 

 

The institutional organisation of the system of education, forms and methods of the study process, and 

financial mechanisms significantly influence the social structure of the society and the trends of its 

development. Therefore, the objective of the state is to develop such a system of education, which will 

make it possible to overcome the social segmentation of the society. 

The formation of citizenship requires the universal coverage of the population by the formal system of 

education, the free access to culture, information, patriotic education and the development of the ability to 

be independent, having one’s own opinion and being able to exercise constructive criticism. The 

formation of high professionalism and competitiveness of workers is possible provided on the basis of the 

following selection criteria: personal skills and the level of knowledge on the stage of secondary 

education. While secondary education covers all the population of school age, higher education, which is 

not general, assumes selection. The high quality of education can be ensured only on the base of high 

educational standards, which must be fully met by students. 

The processes, which are gradually destructing elitism of higher education, are taking place in the 

modern world, including Ukraine. The growing demand for higher education is expressed in the 

diversification of HEIs, forms and methods of training, and in the growing number of students. The 

number of state and private higher educational institutions, universities and HEIs of other types is 

growing. 

In many countries of the world the common development trend is in the increase in the average level 

of education. The age of students and the duration of general secondary education are growing. The 

indispensable precondition for entering the labour market and effective employment are not only full 

general secondary education and professional preparation, but also basic higher education or college 

education. Namely, universities with their history and a long tradition of work are the leading centres of 

education and science. The fundamental scientific base and highly qualified academic staff are the 

foundation of the fact that universities must be the focus of the formation of the society’s intellectual 

elite. This elite role of national universities must be confirmed by the provision of high standards of the 

quality of “educational services”. 
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