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ABSTRACT  

 

In the age of political, social and economic transformation of Ukrainian society, the creation of new 

social institutions and development of the democracy, investigation of the society structure and its impact 

on socio-economic development becomes very important. Socio-economic structure of the Ukrainian 

population is influenced by the general civilization changes and obligate stratification processes running 

in the world.  

However, the peculiarities of the historical development and the special features of the current crisis in 

Ukraine caused significant changes in the stratification processes. All the aspects of the social life were 

affected by the transformation processes, but we believe that changes in the social sector, especially in 

education, health care and employment, made a significant impact on population welfare. 
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1 GENERAL  

 

Transformation processes in the education in Ukraine are quit dynamic; however, we should mention 

that there are both positive and negative changes. Ukraine traditionally demonstrated high level of the 

population education, and in the last decade there were significant improvements in the educational 

structure of the population. According to the State Statistics Committee, in 2013 almost 25% of 

Ukrainians had higher education, while in 2001 - only 14%. Despite the fact that educational level does 

not directly determine a status of a person in the modern society, there is a clear correlation between a 

level of education and a level of welfare. Summarizing the results of the analysis of educational 

dimension of the social and economic structure, we argue that educational status has a direct impact on 

the living standards in Ukraine and is an important factor that determines the probability of well-being 

increasing. An overall improvement of the educational level of the population demonstrates a progress 

of our country towards post-industrial society. 

Our research has shown that there is a significant differentiation in a health and mortality of the 

different social groups caused by living and working conditions, educational and professional status. We 

would like to stress that socio-economic inequality results a widening gap in the health indicators of 

different social groups. Our research confirms poor standards of the healthy lifestyle in Ukraine which is 

illustrated by the rapid age related increasing of the amount of people with the chronic diseases. Not 

developed culture of the healthy lifestyle results negative impact of income on people’s health, as an 

excessive consumption is harmful for a person, as well as significant spending on medical treatment do 

not guarantee health retrieval.  At the same time, investment in the healthy lifestyle and preventive 

measures demonstrates positive impact of income on people’s health.   

To assess the transformation of the population socio-economic structure resulted by the changes in 

the population well-being, we evaluated the following parameters: Giny index, a structure of the 
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population of Ukraine in terms of per capita income, a structure of household income. We found that 

during the 1990s the level of the income differentiation in per capita more than doubled, then during the 

2000s this indicator has stabilized at 28. It was estimated that in Ukraine wealth of 10% of the richest 

people exceeds wealth of 10 % of the poorest 12 times, while in the developed countries this ratio is 

much smaller. For example, in Germany it is 6.9 times, Canada and Japan it is 3.7 times, in Sweden it is 

only 2.7 times [1]. 

According to our estimates, in 2012 almost 5 % of households were living below destitution line 

(average income per capita did not exceed 110 $), almost 18% were living below the poverty line. There 

is fairly large share of low-income groups in the population (24.5 %). Almost a third of the population 

(28 %) can be referred to middle income group, and it is important that in our society, almost 18 % of 

the population in terms of income can be determined as a group of potential middle class members. In 

case of economic situation improvement this group can be a “donor” for a middle class formation. Share 

of the wealthy people in Ukraine is about 6%, there is a significant income gap between this group and 

the rest of the population.  

The current transformation of the socio-economic structure of Ukraine is characterized by two 

discordant processes and trends: a complication of socio-economic differentiation and at the same time 

its simplification. Complication occurs as a result of the development of new ownership types (mixed, 

private, stock ownership etc.) and simplification occurs due to the disappearance of the nomenclature 

granted with the non-institutional privileges, changes in the hierarchy of owners (entrepreneurs and 

labourers) based on the income size, level of economic freedom, self-regulation, self-realization etc. – 

this is a result of the economic classes formation. 

 

2 CONCLUSION  

 

In the transformation society the whole area of the social stratification is mainly determined by one 

parameter, namely material (capital, income, wealth) with a sharp decrease of the compensatory 

functions of other social differentiation criteria. Therefore, current stratification processes in Ukraine do 

not contribute to the social integration, strengthening of the solidarity, but they increase social 

polarization and inequality. Substantial transformation of the socio-economic structure of Ukrainian 

population requires a systematic transformation of the property institute and government structure. 

Underestimation of inequality in access to the variety of the resources for sustainable human 

development reflects an immaturity of the Ukrainian society. Mostly due to this, there is a tolerance 

towards corruption schemes, tax evasion and existence of raw-rent economic model in Ukraine. 
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