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Abstract 

Saudi Arabia is an Arab country famous for its pilgrimage tourism and one of the richest countries in oil reserves.  For several years, 
businessmen and pilgrims who came only as diplomats.  Saudi Arabia has been a closed country for many years but now it is opening 
its doors to the development of many areas and equally important to tourism.  Investment in tourism surprises many foreign countries 
and thus attracts them to the hotel business, restaurant and tour spheres because there are a lot of branches for the development and 
prospects of the world economy. 
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1 Introduction  

Saudi Arabia may become one of the leading tourist 
destinations in the future.  Interest in this country is 
constantly growing, especially in the countries where 
Muslims live.  Saudi Arabia is a valuable country in 
terms of its location for its rapid access to the African 
mainland, its growing young population and its high 
level of personal gain.  It is expected that GDP per 
capita or purchasing power parity (PPP) of the state will 
reach 26,000 US dollars in the year 2014. 

As is well known, tourism in the Kingdom is 
pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina, which is visited by 
Muslims from different parts of the world.  Every year, 
12 million Muslims perform Hajj and Umrah. And their 
number is growing by about 2030, pilgrims will 
increase by 17 million. [2] Undoubtedly, this will lead 
to a shortage of places to stay, but this issue is already 
being resolved now, a new hotel is being built near 
Mecca that will be larger than the Makkah Clock Royal 
Tower, A Fairmont Hotel.  Transportation for Hajj and 
Umrah is currently available by high-speed trains, 
which connects the three destinations of Mecca, Medina 
and Jeddah. [4] For a complete understanding of what 
Saudi Arabia was like, you need to consider the 
statistics for the last time of its existence. 

 

This is undoubtedly leading to economic expansion 
as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) has launched a 
plan to Saudi Vision 2030 with three main themes – 
«Vibrant Society», «Prosperous Economy» and 
«Ambitious Nation».  Prospects for small business 
enthusiasm within the population, jobs and other 
opportunities.  One of the goals is to attract 100 million 
tourists by 2030.  And the main goal is to partially 
abolish the dependence of the economy on oil and the 
prosperity of tourism income, thereby attracting 
investment to the country. 

The first sources for the development of the segment 
of the economy became realizable, which began in the 
90s during the process of transition of the liberalization 
of certain spheres of society, the basis of which were: 
the social demand for democratic reforms, the partial 
change of the religious and political elite, the formation 
of a single economic space between the countries of the 
Arabian Peninsula on the basis of «  Islamic 
Solidarity.[1] 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia sees its advantages in 
a new chapter in the history of the tourism industry, 
Mohammad bin Sa Iman sees the kingdom as a holiday 
destination for foreign visitors by 2030.  The tourism 
industry is becoming like WHITE OIL for the kingdom.  
He wants the kingdom to be a huge and growing 
demand for locals, domestic and foreign visitors.  It is 
undergoing one of the biggest transformations in the 
tourism industry in the history of Saudi Arabia.  The 
kingdom has had a huge investment of 172 billion Saudi 
Riyals in the tourism industry, which is the average 
global tourism capital investment.  Investment has 
agreed to increase by 9.8% in 2017 and by 5% over the 
next ten years to 200 billion Saudi Riyals (US$54 
billion). [3] Relaxing immigration rules and developing 
tourism infrastructure are just some of the many 
initiatives the kingdom is pushing to boost tourism.  The 
Kingdom has promoted privatization in the country by 
substantially developing its current and future 
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attractiveness and greatly expanding its transport 
infrastructure. 

Also promoting investment in the tourism sector 
with the help of the program, Kafala will provide land 
for privatization in the country and land lease extensions.  
The Kafala program guarantees that tourism projects 
will receive loans of up to 1.5 billion Saudi Riyals ($400 
million), while the land lease extension initiative will 
provide businesses with an expected investment of 
more than 20 million Saudi Riyals ($5.33 million).  
United States) extension of the lease term of land to 50 
years instead of the original 15 or 20. In the province of 
Medina, 50 Red Islands are being updated and 
expanded, there is another Okaz City.  Qiddiya will 
have over 334 square kilometers outside of Riyadh to 
serve this newly founded area.  John Pagano, chief 
executive of the Red Sea Development Company, said 
in an interview that the tourism industry has invested 
about 10 billion rials ($2.7 billion) in a mega project in 
the Red Sea, where there were many islands that are 
untouched and have an identity.  Arabian desert and 
mountain landscapes. [5]  

The government organization SCTA is expected to 
carry out tasks such as monitoring the development of 
the tourism sector and efforts to develop long-term 
investments.  Of course, the tasks will not be limited 
only to the organization and structuring of the tourism 
sector, but also to more actively take over the national 
tourism administrations, that is, the development and 
marketing of tourism products.  The comprehensive 
organizational structure of the tourism sector in each 
strategy included SCTA, provincial tourism 
development councils (PTC), provincial tourism 
organizations (PTO), tourism development committees 
in the respective provinces. [6] 

Provincial Tourism Promotion Strategy the SCTA 
has developed a comprehensive plan for each province 
in Saudi Arabia over the next 20 years. 

Overview  

This work discusses the following issues: 
 Development tourism of Saudi Arabia 

 Goals in domestic tourism 

Decision 

In general, the picture of development and the goals of 
tourism in Saudi Arabia are very good in further 
development strategies, but it is important to consider 
that Saudi Arabia is a great owner of historical sights 
and, of course, a centuries-old place of pilgrimage and 
illumination. It is necessary to keep this fact, which is 
also a big goal for Saudi Arabia despite industrialization 
and tourism entry. It is also important to preserve the 
culture within the country because it is a kind of 
ethnically unique. Currently, one of the problems of the 
tourism industry in Saudi Arabia is the lack of qualified 
personnel with the necessary qualifications. In Saudi 
Arabia, the concept of tourism education has recently 
taken hold and the number of colleges and universities 
offering diplomas and degrees in Saudi Arabia is less 
than a handful. Thus, there is a lot of potential that 
educational units can realize to train future human 
resources in this growing industry. 

Conclusions 

For the first time, the Kingdom opens its doors to 
foreigners with complete relaxation and luxurious 
amenities. The growth of the tourism industry with its 
sub-sectors (aviation, transport, food and beverage, 
hospitality, tourism management, travel 
accompaniment, events and meetings industry, etc.) is 
inevitable throughout Saudi Arabia in the coming years. 
The Saudi Arabian tourism industry will welcome an 
increasingly diverse and mobile visitor who will not be 
limited to holy sites such as Mecca and Medina.  

According to a study done on the topic, Saudi 
Arabia's vision for 2030 is one that aims to use their aid 
instead of oil, for example, in the tourism industry.  
Here, the kingdom uses its soft power to build its 
tourism industry, knowing the popularity of its neighbor 
in the tourism sector, but this does not affect the vision 
and support of Saudi Arabia. 
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