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Abstract: 

In this particular work the author is looking at the changes of the unemployment in the regions of Latvia, in the period of the Covid-19 
situation. The point of this study is to determine which industries were the most affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, and also in which 
industries the demand for specialists has increased. To develop this research, the author used the following methods: literature study and 
statistical analysis. 
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1 Introduction 

In the period from 2019 to 2020 the rate of unemployment has significantly increased. The unemployment growth is due to 
the restrictions imposed in the country. A significant damage was taken by the workers, who offer service to people, such as 
beauty salons, restaurants, cultural and entertainment industries. In this case restaurants were able to find a way out, they 
were able to work on the delivery. The beauty salons were closed until 01.03. 2021. According to the author, this topic is 
relevant because from 2020 to 2021 due to Covid-19, many people lost their jobs and therefore unemployment in the country 
raised. There is also the second part of the situation with covid-19, many stores began to create and promote e-commerce, 
that is, to create their own Internet Delivery stores. People have started to use more Internet resources. In this regard, factors 
have increased the demand for occupations such as programmers, IT managers, system administrators, and so on. Thus 
additional vacancies have been opened. 

2 Overview: 

Unemployment increased, especially in the age group from 15 to 24 years old in the second quarter of 2020 in Latgale. In 
Latvia, there was a positive trend in the growth of the minimum wage on average +36 euros. Nevertheless, at the moment, 
among the Baltic countries, Latvia has the smallest minimum wage. Also, the increase in the average salary in the country 
amounted to 75.6 euros. Latvia in 2020 ranked 42nd out of 180 countries, also in Latvia there is an average level of corruption 
and there were no significant changes from 2019 to 2020, an increase was in 2020 by 1 point. According to the author, due 
to the restrictions during the COVID-19 period, the situation could have changed for the worse, since the beauty industry 
suffered greatly and many beauty salon workers were sent to benefits. This decision could aggravate the situation, because 
some employees could break the law and provide services at home, thus the foreman could think about the idea that upon 
returning to work it is no longer profitable for him to work for his employer. In this regard, the number of specialists to work 
in this area may fall and, in the worst case, the shadow economy may begin to grow. For the period of 2020, the shadow 
economy retained its percentage at 23.9 percent 

3 Conclusion and decision 

One of the solutions according to the author, to reduce the unemployment rate it is necessary to organise courses or extra-
training on the professions demanded in the IT industry. More in-depth development of the educational programmes in the 
field of advanced technologies. The second solution is to increase the unemployment benefit, because of the low benefit in 
the country, and not everyone is able to get it, but more and more people are losing their jobs. The corruption level is 
increasing. 


