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Abstract  

The tourism industry is evolving every year, opening up new destinations. Tourism has a positive impact on the economy of the country, 
stimulates the development of infrastructure, ensures the growth of incomes and increase the level of welfare of the nation. The 
development of rural tourism allows to increase the share of the employed population, but the increase in the number of tourists is directly 
proportional to the increase in the pollution of the territories. To reduce the environmental footprint of tourism activity, businesses in the 
industry need to focus on environmental entrepreneurship, in rural areas it is much easier to do so than in cities and metropolitan areas. 
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1 Introduction 

The development of tourism activities implies an increase in 
indicators of tourist flows, which are not only consumers of 
tourist services, but also users of local infrastructure that 
meets their needs: food, accommodation, transportation, etc. 
Tourism is an economically viable activity for the territories 
and the country as a whole, but it has negative 
environmental consequences. 

In recent years, tourism has been developing rapidly all 
over the world, opening new tourist destinations, creating 
new tourist and sightseeing routes. With the development of 
tourism, the number of businesses in this area is increasing. 
In Ukraine, there is an increase in indicators of the tourism 
industry, so the number of tourists served by tour operators 
and travel agents in 2016 was 2549606 people, in 2017 - 
2806426 people, in 2018 - 4557447 people. Thus, the 
indicator of tourist flows in Ukraine from 2016 to 2018 
increased by 78.75%. 

The number of collective accommodation units in 
Ukraine increased by 10.88% from 2016 to 2018, 
amounting to 4719 units [1]. 

According to Eurostat Statistics-Explained, Europeans 
travel around Europe and stay at accommodation for an 
average of 7 nights. It should be noted that during the 
holidays, people will leave behind in times more rubbish 
than on normal weekdays. 

Eurostat Statistics-Explained also reports that EU 
residents made 259 million tourist trips in 2017, with at least 
one overnight stay at the point. For 49% of these trips, air 
travel was chosen as the main means of transportation, 
followed by cars (private or rented) - 35%. 

Bus travel is 5%, train and water transport are less 
popular during tourist trips [2]. 

Environmental impacts of tourism activities: 
• air pollution due to transport emissions; 
• excessive water consumption (long stay in the 

shower, large number of swimming pools, frequent 
washing of bed linen and towels); 

• pollution of reservoirs with garbage and sewage; 
• pollution of the environment with plastic, disposable 

tableware, etc.; 
• not responsible for electricity consumption, etc. 
In recent years, eco-hotels have begun to emerge and 

develop in the world, promoting not only the saving of 
resources but also the use of local agricultural produce. Eco-
tourism in tourism helps hotels to refocus and provide 
accommodation in a new format. Environmental 
entrepreneurship also activates and stimulates the 
development of green, eco-friendly and rural tourism. 

Tourism includes a variety of festivals that attract not only 
locals but also tourists. In Ukraine, the Sorochinsky Fair is 
held in August every year, with approximately 71,000 visitors 
in 2019. About 80% of all visitors are consumers of food 
services provided at the fair. All entrepreneurs who cater to 
the fair use disposable plastic tableware. One person has 
about 12 g. So, about 56800 people will leave behind 12 g of 
plastic, which in the sum is 681, 6 kg. 

Thus, tourism has a positive impact on the economy but 
leaves an ecological footprint, the consequences of which 
have a significant negative impact on the environment. 

2 Overview 

This work discusses the advantages, disadvantages and 
conclusions on the following issues: 

• Tourism development and increase of tourist flows 
• The negative impact of tourism on the environment 
• Ecological entrepreneurship to reorient tourism 

businesses 
• Promotion of eco-tourism product 

3 Decision 

To reduce the environmental impact of tourism, tourism 
businesses need to minimize the use of natural resources, 
especially those that are non-renewable. Accommodations 
may recommend that their guests use water sparingly, and 
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encourage towels and bedding to be replaced less frequently. 
For washing, dishwashing and cleaning, it is necessary to 
replace the harsh chemicals with the environmental 
counterparts that are now widely available to consumers. 

Tour operators and travel agents can develop "green" 
tours and routes for mass tourism, while adding relevant 
thematic units on their sites. Planning for green tours and 
routes involves reducing the role of transport, minimizing 
waste, promoting environmental trails, consuming locally 
produced agricultural products. 

As for festivals, it is necessary to replace plastic 
disposable tableware with bio-cookware, which is 
decomposed and transformed into compost, edible dishes 
from bran, flour, agar-agar, pita etc. can be a great 
alternative. Utensils at festivals will not only effectively 
influence the environment but also the festival's rating. 

Ecological entrepreneurship should be used as a "chip" 

of tourism entrepreneurship, as today the role of 
environmental consciousness is increasing, advertising such 
a direction will be very relevant especially if it demonstrates 
the benefits of travel that does not harm the environment. 

4 Conclusion 

Green tourism is an integral part of sustainable development. 
The reorientation of hotels and businesses in the tourism 
industry towards environmental awareness is a significant 
step in the face of sustainable development. Given that 
tourism is developing and is making a significant 
environmental footprint on the environment, it is necessary 
to take the side of eco-entrepreneurship to prevent the 
negative effects. Massive environmental entrepreneurship 
in tourism will allow ecology to cope with the increase in 
tourist flow rates. 
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