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Abstract  

Tourism development is one of the priority areas of socio-economic development in Belarus. Our tourism potential is based on the diversity, 
natural beauty and virginity, the uniqueness of historical and cultural heritage. The aim of the Republic of Belarus is to create favourable 
conditions for the formation of effective competitive tourism market that can provide manifold opportunities in order to satisfy needs of 
Belarusian and foreign citizens in the tourist services. In our country 14392 immovable material historical and cultural monuments are 
registered, 2,542 of which have a national importance, and some objects and memorial monument have an international interest. This facts 
open up great opportunities for the excursions development of various contents for different categories of local (native) people and foreign 
tourists from different parts of the world.  
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1 General 

In 2014 the most visited foreign countries traditionally were 
Russia, Bulgaria, Greece, Egypt, Spain, Italy, Lithuania, 
Poland, Turkey, Czech Republic. 82,7% of total number of 
the Belarusian tourists going abroad in an organized way fell 
to the share of these countries. 

The number of tourists leaving the Republic in organized 
way still prevails over the number of tourists visited the 
country. In 2014 five Belarusian citizens leaving abroad were 
the share of each one of foreign tourist visiting our country (in 
2005 – six). The number of organized tourists arrived in the 
Republic in 2014, was 137,4 thousand which is 0,5 more than 
in 2013. 115,6 thousand people arrived from the countries of 
CIS (1,3% more than in 2013). The leading position among 
the countries of the Commonwealth on organized tourists 
kept Russia – 113,2 thousand people (increased by 1,7% in 
comparison with 2013) and Ukraine – 1,8 thousand people 
(decreased by 10,3% in comparison with 2013). 

The leaders in the visits number of the Republic among 
the countries, which are not CIS (Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States) members are: Germany, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, United Kingdom, Turkey. In 2014 a share 
amount of these countries was 48.3% of the total number of 
tourists from non-CIS countries (in 2013 - 56.4%). In 2014, 
just as in 2013, the average length of foreign tourists stay in 
the Republic of Belarus was 4 days [1]. 

Existing historical and cultural potential of Belarus 
allows us to develop both inbound and outbound sightseeing 

tourism. In our country 14392 immovable material histo-
rical and cultural monuments are registered, 2,542 of which 
have a national importance, and some objects and memorial 
monument have an international interest. This facts open up 
great opportunities for the excursions development of va-
rious contents for different categories of local (native) peop-
le and foreign tourists from different parts of the world. 
Another important point is the fact that these resources of 
excursion tourism are distributed throughout (everywhere), 
which make possible to develop it everywhere. While crea-
tion a new tour routes you should also take into account that 
the modern period is the period of new trends development 
in cultural life, when previously forgotten names, monu-
ments and events are revived, new aspects in the historical 
heritage evaluation are developed. It extends the excursion 
subject, the possibility of developing new excursions [2].  

2 Conclusions  

Not less important reason of the usage of sight-seeing tou-
rism as an important factor of regional development is the 
fact that its development does not require large expenditures. 
At the same time it opens up good prospects for economic 
development of regions. As a result, the orientation of our 
country for the development of excursion tourism (as one of 
the main types of tourism) can be one of the possible eco-
nomic, social and cultural development in some regions, the 
increase of the financial receipts share from international 
and domestic tourism. 
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