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Abstract  

The current state, condition and prospects of the development of rural tourism; reasons hindering the development of agro-, ecotourism, 
rural tourism in the Republic of Belarus; the role of rural tourism as a means of economic and social revival of rural areas are considered 
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1 Introduction 

These A great role in the development of the tourism indus-
try of a country has the development of agro- and ecotou-
rism, or, in other words, rural tourism, which can provide in 
local areas the economic development of local communities 
while preserving and improving the quality of natural 
environment. The experiment has shown this in Poland, 
Lithuania and Scandinavian countries. Rural tourism is 
considered in most countries as a means of economic and 
social revival of rural areas. 

2 General 

Rural tourism is a diversified concept, which includes, besi-
des rest in the countryside, an acquaintance with cultural 
monuments and industrial heritage, as well as the elements 
of education, holidays, festivals, ecological attractions, the-
me parks and museums that is why rural tourism is the most 
polymorphic concept among all types of tourism. It is im-
portant to understand that the effective development of rural 
tourism is possible only in case of "balance of interests" of 
all its components. In order to ensure the harmonious co-
existence of all the components of rural tourism, it is neces-
sary to take into consideration the interests of residents and 
tourists and take care of the environment. 

The balance of these three components can ensure the 
realization of the basic principles of sustainable development: 

- nature-oriented principles that protect the environment 
from destruction and that control acceptable load on rural areas; 

- social principles that guarantee the protection and inviola-
bility of cultural diversity and the local community’s way of life; 

- economic principles that contribute to the development 
of economic diversity of the region, the creation of jobs, the 
control of migration to the city; 

- cultural and historical principles that ensure the bene-
ficial influence of tourism on the local population and cult-
ural variety.[1] 

The usage of the mentioned principles is extremely im-
portant in planning of the development of rural tourism. 
They should be the basis of the subjects: producers of rural 
tourism services, travel agencies, tourists, bodies of state 
authorities and a local government. This will ensure a har-
monious and efficient development of rural tourism.  

The prospects of the development of rural tourism are 
largely defined by changes in the legal basis. It should be 
mentioned that the development of business activity in rural 
areas in the Republic of Belarus is slow and inconsistent, at 
a slower pace than the economic reforms realization and the 
private sector establishment. This situation is typical for 
each transition economy. And this is connected not only 
with the reasons and circumstances of an objective type, but 
also with a lack of attention and influence of patterns of a 
civil society, business, scientific and industrial associations 
to the problems of rural areas and in whole economy of 
small business. 

At the moment, the promotion program of agro-, ecotou-
rism in Belarus as a whole is particularly important. Its goal 
should be a rise of public awareness and the creation of a 
positive attitude to this type of recreation. 

3 Conclusion 

The modern state of the tourism industry in the Republic of 
Belarus indicates that it still does not take the same 
considerable position in the national economy, as in the 
developed countries. Despite the available tourist and 
recreational potential, an advantageous geopolitical position, 
the presence of rich historical and cultural heritage, the 
country takes a very modest place in the world tourism 
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market and is far behind neighboring countries (out of 15 
thousand objects of historical, cultural and natural heritage 
for tourism purposes is used less than 5%). [2] 

Overcoming of the existing trends in the development of 
tourism involves activation of the state policy in this sphere, 

giving tourism a status of the priority direction in the 
economy, the creation of legal, institutional and economic 
foundations of the formation of the Republic of Belarus in 
the modern competitive tourist complex. 
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