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Abstract 

As technology evolves, the role of distance learning is increasing in the field of education. New trends have emerged in recent years. “Khan 
Academy” with high efficiency offers to master different fields free of charge through interactive tasks and easy-to-understand video. In 
its turn, “Coursera” allows acquiring free courses offered by the world’s leading universities. By integrating these and other examples in 
their study programs, universities can significantly improve the quality of teaching and also their place in the global education market. 
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1 Introduction 

Distance learning is occupying an increasingly larger share 
of the 4.4 trillion dollars’ worth global education market. In 
Latvia it has started development in the nineties of the twen-
tieth century and is now being seen as a form of distance 
education. Most often it is chosen by people with health or 
family problems, those who are busy at work, as well as 
those living abroad. However, recent trends show that dis-
tance learning has started to offer quality that is equivalent 
to the traditional education.  

2 Key problems 

Although the elements of distance learning are already pre-
sent in the early 18th century, overall it is a relatively new 
industry that has not yet reached its full potential. 

At present, many educational institutions are not yet 
ready to implement this form of knowledge acquisition in 
the same way in which the full-time studies are carried out. 
Although it is understandable that not all study programs 
can be mastered in distance learning, it can be assumed that 
in all or almost all fields the theoretical part can be studied 
in a remote manner.  

3 “Khan Academy” 

“Khan Academy” (www.khanacademy.org) is a non-profit 
educational organisation whose purpose is to provide free 
world-class education anywhere. In the website of this orga-
nisation math, natural sciences, economics, art, music, or 
computer sciences can be mastered by watching approximately 

10 minutes long videos, interspersed with interactive tasks.  
“Khan Academy” study courses have proven to be so 

effective that they have managed to help even children with 
autism. In addition, seven organisations, including Google 
and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have donated 
amounts not less than a million dollars.  

Among the factors ensuring the success the possibility 
of adapting video viewing to one’s needs (pausing, rewin-
ding, watching several times) should be mentioned, as well 
as a phased approach, since the next study material is mas-
tered only after the previous one does not create difficulties. 

4 “Coursera” 

“Coursera” (www.coursera.org) is one of the best examples 
of massive open online course. 11.9 million users can master 
984 courses in various fields that are created by 116 coope-
ration partners, including part of the world’s most influential 
universities as Stanford or Yale, free of charge. 

Most of the courses are available within specific time 
limits and last four to ten weeks. Here too, the video clips 
are combined with interactive tasks. In addition, users are 
actively using the forums in which, though, the answers 
should not be shared. 

Although these courses are free of charge, official certi-
ficates attesting to their completion can be obtained for a fee. 
In order to save resources, the majority of work evaluation is 
performed by computers, but in other cases - other students. 

5 Risks and solutions 

Students also would profit a lot from the inclusion of 

http://www.coursera.org/
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distance learning elements in full-time study programs. 
However, it should not be done mechanically and inconsi-
derately. It would be advisable to start with the integration 
of “Khan Academy,” “Coursera” and other good examples 
in university programs, and after that to consider the possi-
bility of their own, similar course creation. In doing so, extra 

attention should be paid to students’ motivation and, pos-
sibly, also control. A successful outcome would signifi-
cantly increase the competitiveness of these universities in 
world’s education market.  
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